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1. A method comprising: 
providing a Web resource to a client node via a 
computer network, the Web /resource comprising a 
plurality of user-selectajple hyperlinks including a 
first user-selectable hyperlink to a first Web resource 
and a second user-selectable hyperlink to a second Web 
resource, the Web resource further comprising a 
plurality of advertiser^- usable variables within at 
least one script, the apvertiser-usable variables 
including a first advertiser-usable variable specific 
to the first Web resou/trce and a second advertiser- 
usable variable specific to the second Web resource. 



2. The method /of claim 1 further comprising 
performing a search cased on a search expression to 
identify the plurality of Web resources, wherein the 
first advertiser-usable variable indicates a similarity 
value between the search expression and the first Web 
resource, and wherein the second advertiser-usable 
variable indicates a similarity value between the 
search expression/and the second Web resource. 



25 3. The metihod of claim 1 further comprising 

determining a tree which relates the plurality of Web 
resources, wherein the first advertiser-usable variable 
and the second advertiser-usable variable are defined 
by the tree. 



30 



CDP0700 



29 



4. The method of claim/ 3 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates a level number of 
the first Web resource within the tree, and wherein the 
second advertiser-usable variable indicates a level 
number of the second Web resource within the tree. 
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5- The method of clfeim 3 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
resource is an internal resource of the tree, and 
wherein the second adveruiser-usable variable indicates 
that the second Web resoprce is an internal resource of 
the tree. 



6. The method of/ claim 3 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
resource is an internal resource of the tree, and 
wherein the second adv/ertiser-usable variable indicates 
that the second Web resource is a leaf resource of the 
tree . 

7. The method/ of claim 3 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable va/riable indicates that the first Web 
resource is a leaf resource of the tree, and wherein 
the second advertisier-usable variable indicates that 



25 the second Web resc 



urce is a leaf resource of the tree. 
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8. The methpd of claim 3 wherein the Web 
resources include k plurality of Web resources having a 
predetermined level number in the tree, wherein the 
first advertiser-usable variable is based on which of 
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the Web resources having the predetermined level number 
is an ancestor of the first Web resource in the tree, 
and wherein the second acwertiser-usable variable is 
based on which of the Wep resources having the 
predetermined level number is an ancestor of the second 
Web resource in the trejb.v^) 
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9. The method olf claim 8 wherein the 
predetermined level number is one. 



0-1O. > 'A method comprising; 




eading a plurality of advertiser-usable variables 
thin at least one script of a Web resource from a 
client node, the Web resource comprising a plurality of 
user-selectable hyperlinks including a first user- 
selectable hyperlink tfo a first Web resource and a 
second user-selectabl4 hyperlink to a second Web 
resource, the advertiser-usable variables including a 
first advertiser-usable variable specific to the first 
Web resource and a second advertiser-usable variable 
specific to the second Web resource; and 

providing at /least one cookie for the client node 



before any of thef user-selectable hyperlinks has been 



user - selected from the Web resource using the client 
node, the at least one cookie to store the first 
advertiser-usat/le variable and the second advertiser- 
usable variably 



11. Thef method of claim 10 further comprising, 
30 after the fi/rst user-selectable hyperlink has been 
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user-selected from the Web /resource using the client 
node : 

receiving a first advertising request associated 
with the first Web resourqe; 

retrieving the first /advertiser-usable variable 
from the at least one coo/kie; 

selecting a first advertisement from a plurality 
of advertisements based Jon the first advertiser-usable 
variable; and 

providing the firs£ advertisement to display with 
the first Web resource, 

12. The method or claim 11 further comprising, 
after the second user-fselectable hyperlink has been 
user-selected from thf Web resource using the client 
node : 

receiving a secdnd advertising request associated 
with the second Web resource; 

retrieving the second advertiser-usable variable 
from the at least onje cookie; 

selecting a sedond advertisement from the 
plurality of advertisements based on the second 
advertiser-usable variable; and 



providing the 



second advertisement to display with 



25 the second Web resource 

13. The method of claim 11 further comprising 
updating a data structure associated with the first 
advertisement baseq on the first advertiser-usable 
30 variable. 
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14. The method of cljaim 10 further comprising: 
receiving an advertising request associated with 
the Web resource, wherein/ said reading is performed in 



5 response to said receiving the advertising request. 
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15. The method of dlaim 10 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates a similarity value 
between a search expression and the first Web resource, 
and wherein the second apvertiser-usable variable 
indicates a similarity vplue between the search 
expression and the second Web resource. 



16. The method of I claim 10 wherein the first 

15 advertiser-usable variable and the second advertiser- 
usable variable are deflined by a tree which relates the 
plurality of Web resources. 

17. The method ofe claim 16 wherein the first 

20 advertiser-usable variable indicates a level number of 
the first Web resource within the tree, and wherein the 
second advertiser-usable variable indicates a level 
number of the second Web resource within the tree. 



25 18. The method Jof claim 16 wherein the first 

advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
resource is an internal resource of the tree, and 
wherein the second ac vertiser-usable variable indicates 
that the second Web Resource is an internal resource of 
30 the tree. 
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19. The method of qlaim 16 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
resource is an internal /resource of the tree, and 
wherein the second advertiser-usable variable indicates 
that the second Web resjource is a leaf resource of the 
tree . 

20. The method df claim 16 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
resource is a leaf re/source of the tree, and wherein 
the second advertiseJ-usable variable indicates that 
the second Web resource is a leaf resource of the tree. 



21. The method of claim 16 wherein the Web 
resources include a /plurality of Web resources having a 
predetermined level! number in the tree, wherein the 
first advertiser-usable variable is based on which of 
the Web resources Having the predetermined level number 
is an ancestor of the first Web resource in the tree, 
and wherein the second advertiser-usable variable is 
based on which of /the Web resources having the 
predetermined level number is an ancestor of the second 



Web resource in t 



22 



ie tree, 



The method of claim 21 wherein the 



predetermined lev 



el number is one, 
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23. A method comprising: 

reading a plurality iof advertiser-usable variables 
within at least one script of a Web resource from a 
client node, the Web resource comprising a plurality of 
user-selectable hyperlinks including a first user- 
selectable hyperlink tola first Web resource and a 
second user-selectable hyperlink to a second Web 
resource, the advertiser-usable variables including a 
first advertiser-usable variable specific to the first 
Web resource and a second advertiser-usable variable 
specific to the second! Web resource; and 

storing the first! advertiser-usable variable and 
the second advertiser-fusable variable at an 
advertisement server node before any of the user- 
selectable hyperlinks! has been user-selected from the 
Web resource using the client node. 



24. The method 
after the first user-- 
user-selected from th 
node : 

receiving a firs 
with the first Web re 

retrieving the i 
from the advertisemer 



of claim 23 further comprising, 
selectable hyperlink has been 
e Web resource using the client 

t advertising request associated 
source; 

irst advertiser-usable variable 
t server node; 



selecting a firsvt advertisement from a plurality 



of advertisements bas 
variable; and 

providing the fi 



Bd on the first advertiser-usable 



j:st advertisement to display with 
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the first Web resource. 
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25. The method of claim 24 further comprising, 
after the second user-selectable hyperlink has been 
user-selected from the Web resource using the client 
node: / 

receiving a second/ advertising request associated 
with the second Web resource; 

retrieving the second advertiser-usable variable 
from the at least one/cookie; 

selecting a second advertisement from the 
plurality of advertisements based on the second 
advertiser-usable variable; and 

providing the second advertisement to display with 
the second Web resource. 

26. The method of claim 24 further comprising 
updating a data structure associated with the first 
advertisement basep on the first advertiser-usable 
variable. J 

27. The method of claim 23 further comprising: 
receiving an advertising request associated with 

the Web resource/ wherein said reading is performed in 
response to said! receiving the advertising request. 

28. The method of claim 23 wherein the first 
advertiser-usablje variable indicates a similarity value 
between a search expression and the first Web resource, 
and wherein the /second advertiser-usable variable 
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indicates a similarity value between the search 
expression and the second /Web resource. 

29. The method of alaim 23 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variab/Le and the second advertiser- 
usable variable are defined by a tree which relates the 
plurality of Web resources. 

30. The method ofe claim 29 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates a level number of 
the first Web resource within the tree, and wherein the 
second advertiser-usaple variable indicates a level 
number of the second/Web resource in the tree. 

31. The method of claim 29 wherein the first 
advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
resource is an internal resource of the tree, and 
wherein the second /advertiser-usable variable indicates 
that the second Wety resource is an internal resource of 
the tree. 
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advertiser-usable variable indicates that the first Web 
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resource is a leaf resource of the tree, and wherein 
the second advertiser-uaable variable indicates that 
the second Web resource/is a leaf resource of the tree. 

34. The method of claim 29 wherein the Web 
resources include a plurality of Web resources having a 
predetermined level number in the tree, wherein the 
first advertiser-usable variable is based on which of 
the Web resources having the predetermined level number 
is an ancestor of tne first Web resource in the tree, 
and wherein the seaond advertiser-usable variable is 
based on which of the Web resources having the 
predetermined lev^l number is an ancestor of the second 
Web resource in t#e tree. 

35. The method of claim 34 wherein the 
predetermined level number is one. 




